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Introduction

Method Measures

Discussion

Several studies observed an association between insecure and disorganized attachment and ADHD symptoms in clinical and community
samples [1]. Relationships between the child and his caregivers could minimize or amplify the effects of neurodevelopmental factors that
underlie phenotypic expression of ADHD [2]. Other studies suggested that this association is secondary to presence of comorbidities (e.g.,
conduct disorders) [3]. Few studies have simultaneously investigated influences of confounding factors such as comorbidities, cognitive
profiles, contextual factors (e.g., parental mental health) or attachment assessment method [see 4 for review]. .

Objective: The main objective of this research is to help investigate disentangle the contributions of parents-child relationships and
cognitive characteristics on child ADHD symptoms, using an intergenerational perspective.

This ongoing cross-sectional study compares ADHD and typically
developing (TD) children aged 7 to 10 years old and their parents.
TD children (N=50) are recruited from primary schools and youth
movements. ADHD children (N=50) are recruited from child
psychiatric and child neurology outpatient clinics of two
university hospitals.

Inclusion/exclusion criteria of ADHD children are the presence of
an ADHD diagnosis confirmed by semi-structured psychiatric
interview (Kiddie-SADS), absence of intellectual deficit (IQ > 80),
epilepsy, prematurity or any neurological condition.

Child assessment includes behavioral questionnaires rated by
parents, and measures of attentional, executive functions and
emotional regulation. Child attachment is investigated using
interview and self-report.

Assessment of parents includes measures of mental health, ADHD
and depressive symptoms, cognitive functions and attachment
style. Parenting practices are assessed by parent self-report.

➢ This study is the first that aims to investigate the contributions of parents-child relationships and cognitive characteristics on child
ADHD symptoms, using an intergenerational perspective.

➢ This work investigates also the influence of attachment assessment by using simultaneously tools to assess perception and
representation of attachment.

➢ Finally, this design makes it possible to study the contributions of parental attachment style and cognitive functions on parenting
practices and whether these mediate or moderate the association between parents and the child's executive functions.

➢ Results could help develop parenting- skills training programs to improve attachment, symptomatic expression of ADHD and reduce
functional impairments
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